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Biography 
 
 Ralph Noble Tirey entered the world on November 10, 1882, in Mitchell, Indiana.  He 
was the sixth child, fourth son, of William Henry and Nancy Jane (Ganges) Tirey.   
 The fifth president of Indiana State Teachers College began his schooling in the 1890s at 
Southern Indiana Normal and Business Institute of Mitchell.  After graduating, Tirey took a job 
as a school teacher in a one room schoolhouse in Lawrence County.  He remained for one year.  
In 1901, Tirey moved up and on to Springville where he became the principle for the school.  
After three years, he moved on to Oolithic and took the job, once again, as the principle of their 
school, where he would stay for two more years, 1906 to be precise.  
 In 1906, Tirey once again climbed the ladder of school administration when he returned 
to Lawrence County to become the county superintendent.  During his tenure, Tirey married the 
first of three wives, Io Short.   
 After five years as the superintendent of the Lawrence County schools, Tirey moved on 
to become the superintendent at Vevay.  He would remain here for the next seven years.  
However, before he began his job as superintendent, Tirey attended a course at Harvard on 
school administration, which at the time was an extremely wise choice.   
 It would be during his stay at Vevay that Tirey was to begin receiving state wide 
attention, but not in education.  When the United States entered the First World War, Tirey was 
appointed the Chairman of the Indiana Council of Defense, which he held throughout the war.   
 With the end of the war in 1918, Tirey decided to move on and became the 
superintendent of the Washington, Indiana, schools.  He would remain for four years and in 
1922, Tirey moved to Bloomington and became not only the superintendent of the Bloomington 
schools, but also a member of the staff in the Indiana University School of Education.   
 It would be during his time at Bloomington that Tirey made a name for himself in the 
field of education.  In 1927 Tirey received the A.B. and M.A. degrees in education and in 1929, 
he was voted president of the Indiana State Teachers' Association.  Also, while at Bloomington, 
he remarried.  Tirey's first wife died in 1920, but in 1922 he married Inez Bonham, who died 
nineteen years later in 1941.  During his tenure at Bloomington, Tirey became an authority on 
surveys and supervised study.   
 In 1933, at the age of fifty-one, Ralph Noble Tirey became the fifth president of Indiana 
State Teachers College when he was appointed over forty people, by the board and Governor 



McNutt.  The presidency would be Tirey's life for the next nineteen years when he retired in 
1953.   
 During his term as president, Tirey instituted many different changes in the appearance of 
the college.  In 1935 the Laboratory School was completed and Parson's Hall in 1938.  And on 
March 15, 1940, the Student Union Building and the Fine Arts and Commerce Buildings were 
dedicated by Eleanor Roosevelt.  The construction of this, along with the closing of Mulberry 
and Eagle Streets was accomplished before the outbreak of the Second World War.   
 It was also during this time, 1933-1940, that Tirey published most of his educational 
books.  They included Playfellows and New Friends in 1935, New Paths and Trails Beyond in 
1934, and Life Use Speller in 1937, along with numerous articles in educational journals.  He 
also became active in social and educational organizations at this time.  Tirey was a life member 
of the National Education Association, and the American Association of School Administrators, 
a president of the Indiana Schoolmasters Club (1939), Vice-president of Hoosier Salon, 
Rotarian, a Mason, Phi Delta Kappa, and others. 
 However, with the outbreak of the Second World War, the college under went some 
changes, enrollment decreased along with professors leaving, these being the main problem.  But 
with the establishment of the Navy V-12 program, the college survived the war and was ready 
for the postwar boom of students.  Yet while the college survived the war, the war period had 
brought sadness to the Tirey family.  First, 1941, Tirey's second wife died, and the following 
year, his only son was killed in a train crash in England.   
 The end of the war brought renewed growth to the campus and to Tirey.  He would marry 
again for the third and last time to a music teacher, Ruth B. Hill in 1946.  It would also be during 
this time that a peace had set in upon the life of Ralph N. Tirey.  He became more religious, this 
is not to say that he already was not religious for in 1933 he wrote an article in the New York 
Times that dealt with teaching religion in the classroom.    
 Tirey was to remain at the college until 1953 when he retired.  After his retirement, Tirey 
began to write his autobiography, titled The Golden Globe, and was also somewhat active in the 
college, but as the years went by, he became less and less a part of the campus until e died in 
1964. 
 
 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Ralph Noble Tirey Collection was given to the University Archives by the Office of 
the President and Tirey's daughter, with no restrictions.  The collection covers the years 1929-
1963 with most of the material covering the years of Tirey's presidency 1934-1953. 
 The material that was donated can only be considered a part of a collection because there 
is only three and a half feet of material from a man who was president for nineteen years.  
Therefore a great deal of material has been lost.  Because of this, what has remained provides 
only a glimpse into the Tirey presidency and nothing more than that.  An example of this lack of 
documentation concerns the World War II period and the V-12 program that was set up on 
campus.  There is only a handful of papers concerning this program which seems odd when one 
realizes that it was this program that kept the college going during the war.  However, it is also 
quite ironic that the best documented period is that of the war.  Also, one notices that the least 



documented period is that of the post-war time period.  This would date from 1946-1953 and 
Tirey's retirement. 
 The collection consists of correspondence, which constitutes a large portion of the 
collection, reports, programs, constitutions, an autobiography, a biography, and other such items.  
Almost all of the material, as stated above, revolve around Tirey's presidency and even then 
during the years of the Second World War.   
 
 
 

SERIES DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Biographical 
 
 Mainly deals with Tirey's autobiography The Golden Globe, and Luther S. Ferguson's 
biography Ralph N. Tirey, A Great Teacher, A Great American  The other materials are either 
brief outlines of Tirey's life, for example the card he filled out for Who's Who, or any 
information that might shed some light on Tirey and his views. 
 
Publishers 
 
 Most of the material in this series revolve around the Johnson Publishing Company.  The 
memorandum of agreement and royalty statements involve the Johnson Publishing Company.   
 
Personal 
 
 This deals with Tirey's personal life outside of the biographical series.  The information 
is of no great significance with the largest file pertaining to recommendations given by Tirey. 
 
Social Organizations 
 
 This series contains correspondence with organizations that Tirey belonged to.  Most of 
the material dates to the pre-World War II time of his presidency.  There is no one organization 
that stands out in this series. 
 
Speeches/Lectures 
 
 This deals with speeches given by Tirey during his presidency.  The only exception being 
his inaugural address in 1929 as president of the State Teachers Association.  This series covers 
most of Tirey's presidency at Indiana State Teachers College, yet this period is covered sparsely. 
 
Writings 
 
 This deals not so much with publications or articles, but with greetings, especially 
Christmas greetings.  What makes this series important in understanding trying to understand 



Tirey is that it contains the most amount of material from the retirement period.  Therefore one 
can follow Tirey's state of mind during the last years of his life. 
Congratulations/Inductions 
 
 This series basically covers two events:  the inauguration of Tirey is president of Indiana 
State Teachers College, and his receiving the degree of Doctor of Laws from Indiana University 
in 1945. 
 
Ralph N. Tirey Concert/Dinner 
 
 This covers the time of 1953 and Tirey's retirement.  It was decided by the college to 
have a retirement concert and later a dinner in honor of Tirey.  Therefore this series covers both 
events; this is done in that it is correspondence concerning whether the invited guest will show 
for the concert and later the dinner. 
 
Compliments/Commendation/Complaints 
 
 This series covers the entire Tirey regime.  The largest amount of the information, as one 
can easily see from the inventory, is the compliments.  However, this series does not pertain to 
Tirey, but instead to the college and whether the visitor like the campus and accompanying tour 
or not. 
 
General Correspondence 
 
 This series by far is the largest in the whole collection.  This is due to the fact that the 
correspondence was not separated between that pertaining to only Tirey, and that which might 
have included the college.  The reason for this is that it is impossible to sometimes differentiate 
between the two, and a continuity would have probably been broken up.  Thus one could not 
really understand a certain letter if it referred to a previous one.  Thus the correspondence was 
put together in one series.  Another thing about this series concerns certain people who's material 
was separated from the general alphabetical file, example being that of Mary Black and her 
correspondence being separate from the general B file.  The reason for this is that she co-
authored several books with Tirey and thus her correspondence is more important then the others 
in the B file.  Most of the ones separated are in the same category as Mary Black in that either 
there seemed to be a great deal of correspondence from these people, or that they had done 
something to make them stand out from the other people in there file. 
 
University Correspondence 
 
 This series was separated from the general correspondence series because this deals with 
universities/colleges.  This series pertains to the Tirey presidency period. 
 
World War II 
 
 This series deals with, of course, World War II, basically the years 1942-1945.  While 
this series does not contain the material to provide an in depth look of how the war influenced 



the college and its day to day operation, it does allow one to catch a glimpse of what the college 
attempted to do during the war, and what programs went on during this time.  But, as mentioned 
before, some of the key programs, mainly the V-12 program, is briefly dealt with and does not 
give a person the information needed to provide a detailed view of this program. 
 
Budget 
 
 This series concerns the college budget with detailed records for the years 1941 (from 
October on) to 1943.  During this time, every month's budget account was kept.  Thus one can 
follow how the university reacted to World War II in its budget accounts.  It is this series, along 
with the Placement reports of the late thirties that provide the most detailed record of the college 
during the Tirey regime. 
 
Salary 
 
 This series covers the post-war period, 1946 to 1953.  Thus one can see what the salary 
of the administration and faculty was during the twilight of Tirey's presidency. 
 
Buildings 
 
 This series deals with the buildings associated with the college, or plans by the college to 
acquire land in order to build.  This series also deals with Tirey's campus improvement plan, 
which has been one of many.  However, it is the Buildings Erected, 1933-1953 file that allows 
one to get an idea on what was built during Tirey's time and how much the college changed 
during this time. 
 
Government 
 
 This series revolves around the government, mainly the state, and its departments.  This 
also deals with the presidential years of 1934-1953.   
 
College Organizations 
 
 This series deals with organizations that Indiana State Teachers College belong to.  The 
most noted of these being the American Association of Teachers College, which became in 1947 
the American Association for Teacher Education.  Over half of the material available in this 
series comes from these two groups.  It should also be noted that these two groups accredited 
schools and the accreditation of I.S.T.C. is dealt with in these groups. 
 
Offices/Departments 
 
 This series revolves around the offices and departments located on the campus during 
Tirey's presidency.  The best documented office/department include the Extension Division for 
the years 1939-1947, the Health Services Office and their reports for the years 1941-1946, and 
the Placement Office for the years 1934-1941.  But once past these departments, the 
documentation is rather sparse. 



Faculty 
 
 This series deals only with the faculty.  It is not a well documented series and only covers 
a hodge-podge of topics.  These include application letters, promotion letters, approval letters, 
and so on.   
 
Special Days and Events 
 
 This series basically covers Honor Day, along with a few other events.  Honor Day is the 
best documented group among the series with the years 1934-1937, 1942-1947, 1949, being 
covered.  This, compared to homecoming where only the 1949 one is documented, and very 
briefly. 
 
Campus Organizations 
 
 This series revolves around organizations, most of the fraternities, that either wanted to 
organize or had already done so on campus.  However, this like all the other series is not well 
documented.   
 
Constitution 
 
 This series deals with the constitution of the Student Government Association, Student 
Union Advisory Board, and Tirey Memorial Union Board. 
 
Boards/Committees 
 
 This series deals with meetings, board and faculty, and committees.  The best 
documented group of this series is the faculty meetings for the years 1941-1946.  However, this 
is misleading in that not every meeting is documented and those that are documented basically 
state that a meeting took place on this date.  Hardly ever is there any mention of what was 
discussed in the meeting. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
 This series deals with those groups that fell through the cracks.  They constitute the loose 
ends of the collection with no true place for these particular groups to be located.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTAINER INVENTORIES 



 
 

Box 1 
 
Biographical 

 
                    The Golden Globe (typed) 

The Golden Globe (hand written) 
"Perpetual Datebook" 
A book on thoughts and beliefs 
"Ralph N. Tirey, A Great Teacher, A Great    American" 
Biography 
 
 

Publishers 
 
Miscellaneous 
John Winston Company 
Johnson Publishing Company 
Memorandum of Agreement 

               Royalties 
               Publications 
 
 

Personnal 
 

Bonds 
Contracts 
Taxes and Abstracts 
Misc. 

               Geneology 
               Recommendations      SocialOrganizations 
               Church 
               Columbia Club 
               Greater Terre Haute Movement 
               Hoosier Salon Patrons Association 
               Indiana Schoolmen's Club 
               Indiana War History Commision 
               Kiwanis 
               Rotary 
               Terre Haute Common Council 
               Wabash Valley Lecture Club 
               Y.M.C.A. 
               Miscellaneous 

Speeches/Lectures 
 



 Inaugural Address, President of State Teachers Association 
 "What Can Youth Believe Today" 
 "Religious Emphasis at I.S.T.C." 
  "The Practical Value of School Banking." 
  "Basis for World Peace" 
 "Education for Leisure" 
 
 Commencement, 1939 
 Commencement, 1948 
 Commencement, 1948 
 Commencement, 1950 
 Commencement, 1951 
 
 Convocation, April 7, 1943 
 Convocation, October 9, 1951 
 Grinnell's Retirement Dinner 
 Miscellaneous 
 
 
Writings 
 

 Greetings 
 

               Christmas, 1944 
               Christmas, 1950 
               Christmas, 1953 
               Christmas, 1954 
               Christmas, 1955 
               Christmas, 1961 
               Christmas, 1962 
               Christmas, 1963 
 
               "Meeting the Problem" 
               "Two Worlds" 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations and Inductions 
 

Program of Fourth Conference on Teacher Education and Induction of  
   President Tirey 

Induction Program of President Tirey 
               Congratulations: Presidency of I.S.T.C. 
               Congratulations: Receiving the Doctor of Law degree 

Miscellaneous 



 
 

Ralph N. TireyConcert/Dinner 
 

          Correspondence about the concert 
Correspondence about the dinner 
Correspondence to Alumni Office about the      dinner 

               Speech by Dean Grinnell 
 
 

Compliments, Commendations, and Complaints 
 

               Compliments    A-F 
               Compliments    G-I 
               Compliments    K-O 
               Compliments    P-Z 

Commendation 
Complaints 
 
 
 
 

General Correspondence 
 
A 
 
B 
     1935-1952  Black, Mary  co-author  
 
C 
     1953  Capehart, Homer senator 
     1952-1953  Craig, George  governor 
     1940-1953  Critchfield, Robert board member 
 
D 
 
E 
 
F 
 
G 
     1945-1947  Gates, Ralph    governor 
 
 
 
 



 
Box  2 

 
H 
     1953-1956  Harden, Cecil  congresswoman 
     1934-1953  Heller, John  board member 
     1933-1936  Hines, Linneus  president emeritus 
     1943-1953  Hulman, Anton, Jr. businessman 
      
     1938-1946  Irons, Ralph  superintendent of Evansville schools 
 
J 
     1946-1949  Jenner, William senator 
     1937  Jenckes, Virginia congresswoman 
 
K 
 
L 
     1944-1952  Lockridge, Ross 
     1950-1953  Lukenbill, Louis A. 
     1934-1938   Lynch, William O. historian 
 
M 
     1936-1953  McNutt, Paul V. governor 
     1937-1946  McTurnan, Lawrence 
     1935-1939  Miller, Faye (Crites) co-author 
     1942-1952  Morgan, Walter P.  president,Western Illinois State Teachers College 
 
N 
 
O 
     1944-1945   Orth, Albert 
 
P 
 
Q 
 
R 
 
S 
     1937-1953  Schricker, Henry F. governor 
     1943-1953   Sembower, John F. public relations director I.S.T.C./lawyer 
     1953-1960  Sutton, Willis A. 
 
 
 



T 
     1937-1953   Tirey, Robert & William  brother and son 
     1937-1939  Townsend, M. Clifford    governor 
     1942-1948  Treanor, Aline Jean 
 
V 
 
W 
     1940-1942   Waring, Fred  musician 
 
Y 
 
Z 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
 
University Correspondence 
 
                         Ball State 
                         DePauw 
                         Indiana Univerisity 
   William Lowe Bryan president 1934-1953 
   Herman B. Wells president 1942-1953 
                         Indiana University Alumi Association 
                         George Peabody College 1937-1940 
                         George Peabody College  1941-1946 
                         George Peabody College 1947-1953 
                         Purdue 
                         Southwest Texas State Teachers College 
 
 
World War II 
 
                         Air Raid Defense 
                         Army Air Force 
                         Civil Aeronautic Administration 
                         Defense Program 
                         Defense Program, Indiana University 
                         Gold Star List 
                         Memorial Service 
                         Office of Education 
                         Post-War 
                         Post-War Planning Committee 
                         Post-War Radio 
                         Students in Service 



                         United Nations 
                         V-12 Program 
                         Letters to and from V-12 Parents 
                         V-5, V-12 Program, Revenue 
                         War Adjustments 
                         War Emergency Planning Committee 
                         War Emergency Planning Committee History 
                         War Manpower Commission 
                         War Objectives 
                         Miscellaneous 
 
 
Budget 
 
 Budget 
 Income and Expense 
 Appropriations 
   Account, Budget     June 1, 1937 
   Account, Budget     Jan. 1, 1938 
   Account, BudgetOct. 1, 1939 
   Account, BudgetMarch 1, 1940 
   Account, BudgetOct. 1, 1941 
   Account, BudgetNov. 1, 1941 
   Account, BudgetDec. 1, 1941 
   Account, BudgetJan. 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetFeb. 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetMarch 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetApril 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetMay 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetJune 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetJuly 31, 1942 
   Account, BudgetSept. 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetOct. 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetNov. 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetDec. 1, 1942 
   Account, BudgetJan. 1, 1943  
   Account, BudgetFeb. 1, 1943 
   Account, BudgetMarch 1, 1943 
   Account, BudgetApril 1, 1943 
   Account, BudgetMay 1, 1943 
   Account, BudgetSept. 1, 1943 
   Account, BudgetOct. 1, 1943 
   Account, BudgetNov. 1, 1943 
   Account, BudgetDec. 1, 1943 

 
 



Salary 
 
                         Administration      1948-1949 
                         Administration      1950-1951 
                         Administration      1951-1952 
                         Administration      1952-1953 
                         President Emeritus 
                         Proposed            1949-1950 
                         Schedule            1946-1947 
                         Schedule            1947-1948 
                         Schedule            1949-1950 
                         Schedule            1951-1952 
                         Schedule            1952-1953 
                         Faculty             1939-1940 
                         Faculty             1940-1941 
                         Faculty             1945-1946 
                         Faculty             Summer 1946 
                         Faculty             Summer 1953 
 
 
Buildings 
 
                         Report of Facilities 
                         Dedication     Parsons Hall/Laboratory School 
                         Dedication     Administration & Health, Communications & Math 
                         Dedication     Student Union 
                         Women's Residence Hall 
                         Laboratory/Training School 
                         W.W. Parson's Hall 
                         Allendale Lodge 
                         Student Union Building 
                         Library Specifications 
                         Library Remodeling 
                         Real Estate 
                         Lands and Structures 
                         Fire Marshall 
                         Contracts 
                         Erected, 1933-1953 
                         Post-War 
                         Campus Improvement Plan 
                         Superintendant 
 
 

Box  3 
 
Government 



 
                         Board of Education 
                         Superintendent of Public Instruction 
                         State Teachers College Board 
                         Board Minutes of Meetings 
                         State Board of Accounts Report, 1949-1950 
                         State Board of Education Accreditment 
                         State Board of Education Accreditment, Oakland City College 
                         State Board of Education, Agenda for Aug. 10, 1956 Meeting 
                         Public Instruction, G.I. Bill 
                         Dept. of Public Instruction, Report for  Industrial Arts 
                         State Budget Committee 
                         Legislature 
 
 
College Organizations 
 
                         Am. Assoc. of Teachers College  1935-1939 
                         Am. Assoc. of Teachers College  1940-1943 
                         Am. Assoc. of Teachers College  1944 
                         Am. Assoc. of Teachers College  1945-1946 
                         Am Assoc. for Teacher Education American Council on Education 
                         Citizens Education Project 
                         Indiana Conference on Higher Education 
                         Indiana Conference of Higher Education 
                         National Education Association 
                         Indiana State Teachers Association 
                         North Central Association 
                         National Youth Administration 
                         Miscellaneous 
 
 
Offices/Departments 
 
                         News Bureau/Press Releases 
                         Extension Division, Tatlock 
                         Extension Division Program    1939-1943 
                         Extension Division Program    1944 
                         Extension Division Program    1945-1947 
                         Extension Division Program    Misc. 
                         Dept. of Industrial Arts 
                         Dept. of Industrial Arts, "Contract Reports" 
                         Dept. of Industrial Arts, 1944 Report 
                         Health Services, Report  1941-1942 
                         Health Services, Report  1942-1943 
                         Health Services, Report  1943-1944 



                         Health Services, Report  1944-1945 
                         Health Services, Report  1945-1946 
                         Science Department 
                         Commerce Department 
                         Public Relations 
                         Radio Division 
                         Special Education Department 
                         Music Department,   Misc. 
                         Music Department,   Laboratory School 
                         Music Department,   Choral Organizations 
                         Music Department,   Concert Band 
                         Music Department,   Cirriculum 
                         Music Department,   Faculty 
                         Placement, General 
                         Placement, Report   1934 
                         Placement, Report   1935 
                         Placement, Report   1936 
                         Placement, Report   1937 
                         Placement, Report   1937, Number of Calls 
                         Placement, Report   1938 
                         Placement, Report   1938, Number of Calls 
                         Placement, Report   1938-1939 
                         Placement, Report   1940 
                         Placement, Report   1941 
                         Registrar, Reports 
                         Registrar, Functions 
                         Registrar, Enrollments--1934-1953 
                         Dean of Instruction, J.E. Grinnell 
                         I.S.T.C. Foundation 
                         I.S.T.C. Alumni 
                         Bookstore 
                         Statesman 
 
 
 
 
Faculty 
 
                         Salary Increase 
                         Application 
                         Promotions 
                         Approval 
                         Retirement 
                         Miscellaneous 
                         Faculty Advisory Committee 
 



 
Special Days/Events 
 
                         Alumni/Senior Day, Speech by Lowell Brammer 
                         Founder Day 
                         Homecoming, 1949 
                         Book and Torch, 1939 
                         Commencement, 1939 
                         Commencement, 1949 
                         Honor Day,     1934 
                         Honor Day,     1935  
                         Honor Day,     1936 
                         Honor Day,     1937 
                         Honor Day,     1942 
                         Honor Day,     1943 
                         Honor Day,     1944 
                         Honor Day,     1945 
                         Honor Day,     1946 
                         Honor Day,     1947 
                         Honor Day,     1949 
 
 
Campus Organizations 
 
                         Gamma Phi Beta 
                         Alpha Phi Omega 
                         Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
                         Theta Alpha Phi 
                         Phi Delta Kappa 
                         Delta Lambda Sigma 
                         Kappa Delta Pi 
                         Alpha Phi Gamma 
                         Kappa Kappa Kappa 
                         Kappa Sigma 
                         Miscellaneous 
Constitution 
 
                         Student Government Association 
                         Student Union Advisory Board 
                         Tirey Memorial Union Board 
 
 
Boards/Committees 
 
                         Board Meeting, 1938 
                         Board Meeting, 1951 



                         Board Members 
                         Faculty Meeting,    1941-1942 
                         Faculty Meeting,    1942-1943 
                         Faculty Meeting,    1943-1944 
                         Faculty Meeting,    1944-1945 
                         Faculty Meeting,    1945-1946 
                         Faculty Meeting,    1952-1953 
                         Convocation Committee 
                         Administrative Committee 
                         Rehabilitation Committee 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
                         Miscellaneous 
                         Teachers Retirement and Annuity Plan 
                         Business Office 
                         Chimes 
                         History of I.S.T.C. 
                         Contract 
                         Office of Education 
                         Distribution of Student Service Fees 
                         Administration Duties of Staff 
                         Terre Haute Symphony Orchestra 
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