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CALEB MILLS




ALFE MILLS was bom in Dunboricn, New Hompshire, fn
1806, He was graduated frem Dartmouth and atended the
Andaver Thoological Seminary. As o Sunday School mission-
ary agent, he mode extensive journeys through the "Far Waat”,
visiting the Wabash Country.

In 1833 he read on orficle wrilten by the Reverond Jormes
Thomson ol Crawicrdsville, menticrning the classical scheol 1o
be staried ot Crowlordsville, "whem o competen! number of
teachers may be tnained to spread over the country 1o teach
the ‘children ol this rapidly populating district.”  This directed
the attention of Mr. Mills 1o the West, and he bagan carrespond-
ence with the outhor, which resuited in his appointment 1o the
Englizh Department of Wabosh,

In 1E33 he married Miss Sarah Marshall ond started lor
Indiana with his bride ond four teachors. He craonized the
first clagses in the school and later accepted the principalship.

In 1846 he oddressed o mossage to the lagizloume and
signied || "One ol the Peopla™,

In this message ond in the five that bbllowed, he presented
g remarkable array of facts, suggesied plang, anawered ob-
jections, and presentad argquments, all bearing down upen the
one point—the free common schoeols for all children of Indicma.

Aler the secend message a vable of the poople woas inkon,
and freo public schools were endorsed by o good mojority.

When the idantity of “One of the People” becaomes known,
Caleb Mille wos sleciad Superintendent of Public Instroction.

Calab Milts died Octobar 17, 1879, In his ssventy-dhird yecor
Indiona shall remember him s leng as she maintains o system
of free public achools. It 18 with a greatl deal of respect that
wea dedicate this bock 1o the man who helped loy the founda:
Hons of our present school aysiem,
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